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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

The Starkey Project 
Understanding the relationship between deer, elk, 
cattle, and forest use and management at a landscape 
level is difficult.  Changing conditions, management 
schemes, and animal use complicate dedicated research 
to evaluate cause and affect relationships in the natural 
environment.  Not understanding these relationships 
complicates land management decision making by 
ODFW, Forest Service and others. 
 
This problem came to a head in the 1970’s as 
controversy over how forests should be managed 

increased.  In an 
effort to make 
better decisions 
based on good 
science the Forest 
Service and 
ODFW joined in a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding to 
create the Starkey 

Project in the Blue Mountains.  Later, more than 40 
other partners joined in this effort including Boise 
Cascade Corporation, Oregon State University, 
National Council of the Pulp and Paper Industry, 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, University of 
Idaho, University of Alaska, University of California 
and many others.   
 
The Starkey Project is a high-fenced 25,000 acre facility 
large enough that the wild deer and elk herds and 
associated predators can function much as they would 
in the forest at large. The facility is divided into large 
pastures where the landscape, deer, elk and cattle can 
all be manipulated to accommodate specific study 
needs.  Integral to operation of the project is a 
dedicated group of agency, University and private 
sector researchers who collaborate on a wide range of 
projects.  Regardless of their affiliation these 
researchers operate as a team to conduct research and 
review the work of their peers.  The strength of this  
 
 

 
 
 
approach is that the scientific results produced have 
broad acceptance before publication. 
 
Over the years Starkey has produced important work to 
better understand the relationship between deer, elk 
and cattle grazing and habitat use, the effect of roads 
and road management on elk,  and the effects of timber 
management on deer, elk and cattle.  These are 
practical results that can be put to use in modeling 
forest management and help make better informed 
management decisions.  Future work will be focusing 
on the effects of deer, elk and cattle grazing on stream 
restoration and salmon and steelhead recovery as well 
as the forest restoration being contemplated by the 
USFS throughout the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Wallowa Lake  
Wallowa Lake once hosted Oregon’s only run of Snake 
River sockeye salmon.  Following the extirpation of the 
sockeye run in the early 1900’s, the resident kokanee 
remained to provide one of Northeast Oregon’s most 
popular lake fisheries.  Historically, Wallowa Lake 
offered a fishery best characterized by abundant, small 
(10-14”) fish which entertained a variety of anglers.  
The kokanee population has been challenged by the 
introduction of non-native mysis shrimp and lake trout 
in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Despite the presence of non-
natives, Wallowa Lake kokanee have persisted.  The 
kokanee population has been self-sustaining since the 
early 1980’s, and continues to provide a very popular 
sport fishery.   
 
Wallowa Lake gained notoriety in 2010 when the 
current world record kokanee (9.68 lbs.) was caught, 
following a streak of four state record fish in 10 
months.  The presence of these record fish invigorated 
the local economy and excited the kokanee fishing 
community; however, historical case studies indicated 
that the presence of large fish was a sign a population 
crash may be looming.  With assistance from the 
ODFW Restoration and Enhancement Program, the 
Wallowa District was able to monitor changes in the 
Wallowa Lake food web.  Biologists have continued to 
monitor the size of kokanee spawners, and since 2008 
have monitored annual kokanee population abundance 
and size composition.   
 
 

 
 
 

 ODFW Field Reports  

  

 Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
 June 6-7, 2013 

 



OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

In addition, recent changes in mysis shrimp (a 
competitor to kokanee) densities have been 
documented.  Results of this work suggest that kokanee 
abundance has increased dramatically since 2008, from 
an estimated 70,000 kokanee in 2008 to over 900,000 in 
2012.  Most of the population increase appears to be 
dominated by smaller fish under 12 inches.  In 
addition, the size of kokanee spawners has returned 
from record sizes observed in 2009-10 to ‘average’ sizes 

in 2012.  These 
changes in the kokanee 
population have been 
paralleled by a sharp 
decline in mysis 
abundance, suggesting 
less competition for 
zooplankton.  This 

information indicates Wallowa Lake is recovering from 
a brief period of low abundance, which was likely the 
reason for the presence of trophy-sized fish.  The 
recent increase in abundance is positive; however, catch 
is not meeting angler’s expectation that Wallowa Lake 
has become a trophy fishery.   
 
With this recent information on the kokanee 
population in hand, biologists doubled the Wallowa 
Lake kokanee bag limits on May 24.  Anglers are now 
able to harvest 20 fish per day from Wallowa Lake 
although they are still restricted to harvesting no more 
than 5 fish over 12 inches.  Biologists hope the bag 
limit will help maintain angler satisfaction by enhancing 
harvest opportunities on smaller kokanee while 
protecting the larger fish most likely to spawn. 

 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Sage Grouse Population Trend 
Sage-grouse lek counts were completed by late April 
2013.  A preliminary analysis of sage-grouse population 
trends indicates decreases across the region. The 2012 

sage-grouse 
production was 
below the long-term 
average which likely 
resulted in decreased 
lek attendance in 
2013.  The number 
of chicks per hen 
was 0.8 in 2012, well 
below the 20-year 

average of 1.5.  Additionally, the percent young of the 
year in the 2012 harvest was 29%, representing the 
second lowest report on record since 1992.  
 
 

Annual variation in sage-grouse productivity is often 
weather related. The cool, wet springs we have 
experienced the past few years can be detrimental to 
sage-grouse production and sage-grouse population 
size is expected to decrease in Oregon in 2013. In 
addition, several large wildfires burned through sage-
grouse habitats in the summer of 2012 and significant 
sage-grouse habitat losses were sustained in Oregon, 
which may have contributed to population declines.  
The full effects of these large-scale wildfires are 
unknown at this time. 
 
Mid-Columbia District Bighorn Sheep  
Bighorn sheep populations within the Deschutes and 
John Day river canyons continue to thrive and expand. 
Both of these populations are relatively young, with the 
first reintroduction into the Deschutes taking place in 
1993, and the John Day in 1989. The Deschutes river 
herd has an estimated population of approximately 500 
individuals. Spring aerial census revealed 77 rams and 
30 lambs per 100 ewes in the Deschutes this past 
March. 
 
In the John Day River there is an estimated 675 
animals. March aerial surveys for both sides of the river 
found a combined 50 rams and 28 lambs per 100 ewes. 
In recently completed spring lamb surveys, 51 lambs 
per 100 ewes were found. 
 
Both of these populations continue to expand, and 
serve as the primary source for transplants. As with any 
sheep population, they are closely monitored for any 
new potential of disease transmission or sign of 
infection. 

 
 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Rogue River Flow Management 
The Army Corps of Engineer’s Rogue Basin Project 
(U.S. Congress, 1962) resulted in the construction of 
two dams in the Rogue Watershed: William Jess Dam 
and Lost Creek Reservoir; Applegate Dam and 
Applegate Reservoir.  Construction of a third dam, Elk 
Creek, was blocked by court order.  The remnant 
structure on Elk Creek was permanently notched in 
2009.  Congress authorized fishery enhancement to be a 
primary purpose of Rogue Basin Project dams.  
Enhancement is to be accomplished through an 
allocation of stored water for downstream fish needs in 
summer, as well as operation of the dam in a fish 
friendly manner when not in flood control operations 
(another primary purpose).   
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The storage allocated specifically for fish totals 125,000 
acre feet at Lost Creek and 40,000 acre feet at 
Applegate.  Twenty years of research has led to the 
development of a prioritized list of fishery 
enhancements and goals for river flow and water 
temperature.   
 
The first priority in the Rogue is to minimize pre-
spawning mortality among adult spring chinook salmon 
migrating upstream May through early July.  Spring 
chinook are the fish most affected by loss of habitat due 
to the construction and operation of the dam, and 
abundance remains below desired levels identified in the 
Rogue Spring Chinook Conservation Plan (ODFW 
2008).    
 
The second priority it to minimize pre-spawning 
mortality among adult fall chinook salmon migrating 
upstream early August through mid-September.  Fall 
chinook is considered to be a healthy run on the Rogue, 
and abundance is meeting desired levels in the Rogue 
Fall Chinook Conservation Plan (ODFW 2012).   
 
When water temperatures are high and river flows low, a 
bacterium called Flexibacter columnaris can produce an 
outbreak that kills large numbers of salmon.  Losses of 
both spring and fall chinook have occurred on Rogue in 
the past.  Releases of stored water have reduced the 
occurrence of this natural phenomenon. 
 
When low snow pack conditions coincide with a hot and 
dry summer, water availability may not be adequate to 
address the needs of both races, resulting in increased 
risk for fall chinook.  While there is adequate water to 
protect spring chinook this summer, there is the 
potential for pre-spawning mortality of fall chinook in 
August and September depending upon summer 
weather conditions. 

 

 

 
 

Streamflow Conditions:  Impacts to 
Coos/Coquille/Tenmile Fish Management 
Dry weather conditions were prevalent this spring in 
the Coos/Coquille/Tenmile Fish District until a heavy 
rain front appeared on May 21.  During this storm 
event, we received over 2 inches of rainfall in a 24-hour 
period.  Prior to this rainfall, fall chinook presmolts 
were growing very rapidly, while streamflows in 
acclimation ponds were dropping and water 
temperatures were rising.   
 
The early low flow conditions would have resulted in 
challenges reaching our finmarking targets, since water 
conditions may have forced a possible early release.  
With the rain, conditions returned to favorable 
temperatures and streamflows, and staff was able to 
continue finmarking.  As a result, marking targets have 
been exceeded. 
 

 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Spring Chinook Poaching Deterrent Measures at 
Cedar Creek Hatchery  
There have been long-standing issues with poaching of 
adult salmon at the Cedar Creek (Nestucca Watershed) 
Hatchery weir. Working with local anglers and the 
Oregon State Police, ODFW has made some 
improvements in time for this year’s spring Chinook 
season.  The holding 
pool and trap area have 
been wired with 
motion-activated 
floodlights and a red 
flashing light that alerts 
hatchery personnel 
when after-dark 
intruders are present.  
 
We have also posted new signage on the angling 
deadline to remind anglers that not only is it illegal to 
stand and fish above the deadline, it is also illegal to 
stand below the deadline and cast above it.  The  
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placement of “Law Enforcement Emphasis Area” signs 
inform anglers that this is a priority area for OSP.  
 
Angler Outreach Events  
A large number of public outreach events to encourage 
outdoor recreation are put on this time of year by 
ODFW, with the help of many partners. Events in the 
Northwest Region included:  a three mile reach of the 
South Yamhill River was stocked with 2,000 hatchery 
rainbow trout in preparation for Memorial Day 
weekend.  Staff coordinated directly with the Sheridan 

Sun and the 
Salem 
Statesman 
Journal to 
promote the 
fishery.  We 
hope that 
more media 
attention will 
get local folks 
out to fish 
this unique 
flowing water 

fishery this year.  

Family Fishing events have been ongoing all spring. An 
event was held at Shorty’s Pond near Molalla, with 
assistance provided by volunteers from NW 
Steelheaders and the Coastal Conservation Association.  
Attendance was good, with an estimated 100 anglers 
(60% children, 40% adults) participating throughout 
the day.   

The Boy Scouts of America, Three Rivers Council, 
hosted a youth fishing event at St. Louis Ponds. 
ODFW transported approximately 1,000 trout to St. 
Louis for the event, and staff was also present to assist 
and teach the young anglers.  Approximately 150 
Scouts registered and participated in the event.  On a 
related note, The Boy Scouts had their annual Tuality 
Camporee at Jewell Meadows Wildlife Area, with 
approximately 500 scouts participating this year. 
 
ODFW hosted a Youth Angling event at Mt. Hood 
Pond in Gresham.  Over 80 kids registered to fish and 
many went home with limits.  Like several other 
facilities in the Portland area, this pond is regulated as 
“youth only” during spring/summer months. This is 
done to prevent extreme competition from adults for 
stocked trout impacting the success of young anglers. 

ODFW STEP biologists also taught fishing at the Polk 
County Soil and Water Conservation District’s outdoor 
school.  Volunteers from ODFW’s Angler Education 
Program assisted. We also helped Mid-Willamette area 
Cub Scouts with their annual fishing event at Timber  
 

Linn Park, which included a campout. Volunteers from 
ODFW’s Angler Education Program, the Mid-Valley 
Chapter of Northwest Steelheaders, STEP, and Trout 
Unlimited all assisted with this event. 
 
District staff partnered with the Baptist Church of 
Waldport for the annual Eckman Lake family fishing 
event.  Two hundred ten youth and 405 total 

participants 
were 
registered 
at the 
family 
fishing 
area.  
Volunteers 
from the 
church, 
ODFW 
angler 

instructors and other volunteers all helped out.  The 
Newport and Waldport papers both had very positive 
reports afterwards.  
 
Finally, the 1st annual Alsea River cleanup was a great 
success, with 580 pounds of trash removed from the 
Alsea River.  A huge thanks goes out to volunteers 
including the Alsea Sportsman’s Association, the Mid-
Willamette NW Steelheaders Chapter, the Siletz 
Watershed Council, and the Newport News Times for 
publicizing the event. Dahl Disposal donated their 
trash removal services for the event. Our STEP 
biologist also coordinated the annual Siletz River 
Clean-up, where 3400 lbs. of debris was removed this 
year.   
 
First Fish Ceremony  
ODFW assisted the Confederated Tribe of the Grand 
Ronde in successfully collecting an adult hatchery 
spring Chinook from the trap at the Willamette Falls 
fishway for the Tribe’s ceremonial first fish event.  The 
harvest was followed by a ceremonial feast at the 
McLean House along the banks of the Willamette River 
in West Linn.  About 40 tribal members attended the 
event and subsequent excellent meal. 
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Evaluating Family Fishing and Outdoor Skills 
Events 
To better understand the connection between ODFW’s 
education programs and recruitment, the Agency is 
surveying participants about post-event behavior. 
Because registration is not required at Family Fishing  
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Events, the Aquatic and Angling Education Program 
recently bought eight tablets to help event organizers 
record attendance and collect attendee names and e-
mail addresses.   The follow up surveys ask attendees if 
they fished after the event, if they bought a license, if 
they bought gear and more. They are also contacted at 
a later time to let them know of the resources available 
to help them get out fishing. 
 
Unlike the Family Fishing events, Outdoor Skills events 
require registration. For these events, the participants 
receive a pre-event survey, post-event survey and then 
another survey five to six months later. These surveys 
ask what the participants’ expectations of the event are, 
did the event meet their expectations and did they 
engage in the activity at a later time. 
 
Collecting contact information and conducting follow-
up surveys is new, so it’s too soon to discern any 
trends. But as we collect more information, we’ll be 
able to determine what is working with these events 
and what we can improve. 
 
Strategies for Controlled Hunts and Youth 
Preference Points 
The controlled hunt process can be complicated, 
especially for new hunters. So ODFW Information & 
Education developed several products to help hunters 
this year. 
 
First, a Controlled Hunts 101 flyer for complete 
beginners was developed. This flyer explains the 
process for applying, tips and strategies when applying 
and next steps. The flyer was distributed through 
ODFW Outdoors Facebook page. 
 
ODFW also reached out to team up with Ron Wold, a 
software engineer who in his spare time runs the free 
Oregon Tag Draw Percentages website to help hunters 
navigate the controlled hunt process, understand their 
odds, maximize the number of preference points, and 
take advantage of the “First Time Hunt” program for 
their child.  Mr. Wold shared with us the most 
common mistakes and misconceptions he sees from 
hunters.   
 
Before the controlled hunt deadline, ODFW published 
a news release listing the top ten mistakes and 
misconceptions about controlled hunts.  This list 
included how the controlled hunt process works, how 
not to waste points, how to read ODFW’s summary 
reports and more. Hunters can use the this information 
to strategize on how best to use their preference points 
and how to gain preference points while still having the 
opportunity to hunt.  
 
 
 

Mr. Wold and the department also teamed up to 
explain how youth can take advantage of the “First 
Time Hunt” program and how to maximize the 
number of preference points for youth.  
 
This effort demonstrates how ODFW can partner with 
outside individuals and groups to help customers better 
understand a complicated process. The information 
ODFW distributed also drove more traffic to Wold’s 
website. 
 
ODFW’s Growing Social Media Presence 
ODFW’s Facebook page recently passed a milestone. 
Over 10,000 individuals have signed up, or “liked”, 
ODFW’s page. When combined with ODFWs other 
two Facebook pages, Oregon Wildlife Viewing and 
ODFW Outdoors, we are now communicating with 
over 15,000 interested people through this single social 
media channel.  
 
But more important than total number of “likes” on a 
page is the way people are interacting with one another 
through the pages. Not only are more and more people 
using our page to ask questions of the department, 
people are also using our pages to post their own 
information and solicit tips and ideas from others. 
 
The reach of our posts is increasing as well. “Reach” 
includes not only the people who see our original post, 
but also the number of people who see it when it gets 
shared. For instance, a recent Free Fishing Weekend 
post had the potential to reach over 30,000 people. 
 
ODFW uses each of its three pages for a specific 
purpose. The ODFW page highlights fishing and 
hunting opportunities, the Oregon Wildlife Viewing 
page provides viewing opportunities and the ODFW 
Outdoors page offers tips and strategies on how to get 
started hunting and fishing. 
 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

No Floaters II 
Fishery regulations require recreational fishermen to 
release certain species of rockfish (e.g. yelloweye and 
canary) because 
they have been 
declared 
overfished.  
However, if a 
rockfish is 
caught at 
depths greater 
than 66 feet, it will show signs of depth-related trauma  
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(“barotrauma”) at the surface, and its gas-filled swim 
bladder will make the fish buoyant and unable to swim 
back down to depth, after its release.  Watching these 
“floaters” is frustrating for anglers and managers alike – 
if we release a fish, we want to maximize its chance of 
returning to its habitat unharmed.  There are a number 
of “descending devices” that are available to help 
anglers release these fish at depth, rather than at the 
surface, which greatly improves the chance of survival. 
 
MRP recreational groundfish staff in cooperation with 
the Oregon Coalition for the Education of Anglers 
(OCEAN) recently received a Restoration and 
Enhancement (R & E) grant to purchase and distribute 
4900 descending devices to anglers and charter vessel 
operators to encourage safe release techniques for these 
rockfish species.  Last week, 3500 Shelton Fish 
Descenders™ were mailed to registered vessel owners 
whose vessels were recorded participating in the 
recreational bottomfish and halibut fisheries.  
 
Each descending device packet includes an information 
sheet with background on rockfish barotrauma, how to 
use descending devices, why using a descending device 
is important, and a rockfish species identification card.   

 
OCEAN and MRP staff also 
developed a project logo to act 
as a conversation starter 
among anglers, and to get 
anglers talking to each other 
about using descending 
devices.  Stickers are currently 
in production and will be 
available (at no cost) for a limited 
time at a variety of outlets. We will encourage anglers 
to display this logo on their vessels if they use 
descending devices, and hope they initiate 
conversations with anglers who are not using them.   
 
In addition to distributing the devices this month, MRP 
groundfish staff will continue targeted outreach efforts 
on barotrauma and descending devices.  We will be 
developing a “how to use” video on the different 
descending devices, as well as preparing an 
informational brochure.   
 
Additionally, the Pacific Fishery Management Council 
has recently adopted methodology for reduced bycatch 
mortality rates for yelloweye and canary rockfish 
released with descending devices.  The exact rates will 
be finalized later this summer. We hope to incorporate 
the new rates into our bycatch mortality estimates in 
2013.  Therefore, not only is it good stewardship for  
 
 
 

 
the long-term populations of the released rockfish, 
anglers may see near-term benefits to fisheries.  The 
more anglers using descending devices, the lower the 
bycatch mortality impacts will be for these two 
federally overfished species.  This may prevent 
additional in-season restrictions from being necessary, 
and may allow easing of some restrictions in the future. 
 
Razor Clam boom? 
There has been a lot of talk this spring about the razor 
clam season – harvesters have flocked to north coast 
beaches in remarkable numbers (8500 clammers over 
Memorial Day weekend).  Many clammers have been 
rewarded with exceptionally large clams, including a 
6.5” razor from Clatsop Beach which is the longest 
recorded in years.  That said, the actual number of 
clams being landed are about average.  We expect the 
overall harvest this year to be just under 1.4 million 
clams, somewhat better than the estimated 1 million 
clams harvested in 2011 and 2012.  Our greatest 
harvest year on record was 2.6 million clams in 2002.   
 

 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Legislation 
On May 16, 2013 Governor Kitzhaber signed into law 
Senate Bill (SB) 198.  SB 198 does two things that will 
improve commercial fishing enforcement for both the 
industry and the Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife 
Division.  First, it clarifies and defines court authority 
to suspend a commercial fishing license or permit.  
Prior to this clarification being present in statute, 
certain coastal courts were following the wildlife law 
guidelines when suspending a commercial license.  SB 
198 allows the courts to suspend a commercial license 
for no more than two years, the same time period that 
is currently provided in statute for the ODFW 
Commission. 
 
SB 198 also provides that any commercial fishing 
offense that is committed without a culpable mental 
state, and occurs in the officer’s presence, may be 
written as a Class A Violation.  Previous to SB 198, all 
commercial fishing offenses were considered Class A 
Misdemeanors.  This change will provide flexibility to 
the officer as well as the individual cited in that he/she 
will have the option to take care of the citation through 
the mail rather than a mandatory appearance in court.  
Also, district attorneys and the courts should see a 
reduced workload since violation citations do not go 
through the district attorney’s office and fewer 
individuals should be appearing in court. 
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ODFW and OSP worked cooperatively to follow this 
bill through the legislative process.  The OSP would 
like to thank the Department for their assistance with 
and monitoring of SB 198. 

 
Fisheries  
The South Coast Team, in conjunction with the patrol 
vessel Guardian, worked the All-depth Halibut season 
opener.   Below are the results:  

 100+  recreational anglers checked 

 3 commercial salmon trollers checked 

 1 commercial crab boat checked 

 1 Charter boat check and Inspection (Passed) 

 2 citations for Angling Prohibited Area, YRCA 

 1 citation for Commercial Trolling w/ More than 
Four Spreads 

 3 warnings for Incorrect Tagging of Halibut 
 
 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
June 6-7, 2013 


